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“Riveting” (Opera Canada) and "Beguiling" (Berliner Morgenpost) are

just a few descriptions of Calgarian soprano, Kathleen Morrison. Her

career over the past 10 years has taken her all over the globe,

including Germany, Austria, China, USA and Canada, She is known

for her rich voice and dramatic portrayals on stage. 

Previously singing the Dramatic Coloratura repertoire (Die Königin

Der Nacht, Konstanze, Elettra), Kathleen has moved into the Full

Lyric/Spinto repertoire (Violetta, Tosca). Highlights of Kathleen’s

time in Germany include her debut with the Club-Theater Berlin in

2012 as Konstanze in Die Entführung aus dem Serail, performing

for 2 seasons in the smash hit "Breakin' Mozart" in the historic

Wintergarten Varieté Berlin, and numerous performances with the

Kammeroper Kleinmachnow, where she was a roster singer. In

November of 2014, Kathleen had the privilege of performing the role

of Marzelline in Beethoven’s freedom opera, Fidelio, which was

special because it was part of the official celebrations of the 25th

Anniversary of the Fall of the Berlin Wall. In Canada, Kathleen has

recently performed to great reviews the role of Violetta in Verdi’s La
Traviata, and co-founded Divas Opera.

Kathleen was the 2016 Classical Music Representative for Calgary's

Year of Music, she performed the Canadian national anthem at the

10th Anniversary of the Canadian Embassy at Leipziger Platz in

Berlin, and has performed opera in many unexpected venues

including being suspended 20 feet in the air in a big top circus tent,

along the banks of the Rideau canal and on the balcony of Old City

Hall Calgary. She has performed with the Rocky Mountain

Symphony Orchestra, Calgary Civic Symphony, Mercury Opera,

Brandenburgishes Konzertorchester Eberswalde, Cologne based

Vagalume, the Calgary Concert Opera Company, and North Star Art;

where in 2017 she toured 10 cities in China and sang for over 1

million people combined. 

Aside from her active performance career, Kathleen owns and runs

the successful Voice by Kathleen studio in Calgary. In 2019 she was

the keynote speaker at the Calgary Arts Academy’s IYILX, where she

spoke to the entire school about her career and passion for the arts.

Next year Kathleen will return to her alma mater as a masterclass

presenter for the Classical Voice Department. She holds a BMus ('05)

from the University of Lethbridge, and an Artist Diploma ('10) from

the Vancouver Academy of Music. 

Kathleen currently lives in Calgary with her Samoyed, Alfie.
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"Soprano Kathleen Morrison
Riveting as Violetta"

~ Opera Canada

"CALGARY OPERA SINGER REGAINS HER VOICE AFTER
VIOLENT ROBBERY"

Global News - Carolyn Kury de Castillo | September 14, 2018

https://globalnews.ca/news/4450741/calgary-opera-singer-regains-
voice-robbery/

"OPERA SINGER HOSTING WORKSHOP, SHOW"

Prince George Citizen - Frank Peebles | March 15, 2018

https://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/entertainment/local-a-e/opera-
singer-hosting-workshop-show-1.23203609

"REVIEW: MERCURY OPERA’S LA TRAVIATA TAKES
OVER CHEZ PIERRE"

Opera Canada - Bill Rankin | March 8, 2018

http://operacanada.ca/review-mercury-opera-la-traviata-edmonton/

"BERLIN CALLING FOR YOUNG CALGARY OPERA
SINGER"

Calgary Herald - Chris Nelson | July 22, 2015

https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/berlin-calling-for-calgary-
opera-star

CALGARY OPERA STAR FOCUSES ON RECOVERY AFTER
TERRIFYING ATTACK LEFT HER UNABLE TO SING

CBC Eyeopener - David Grey & Angela Knight | January 31, 2017

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/kathleen-morrison-calgary-opera-
berlin-bear-spray-attack-1.3959705

"CONCERT RECOGNIZES FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL
ANNIVERSARY"

Airdrie Today - Scott Strasser | November 1, 2019

https://www.airdrietoday.com/community/concert-recognizes-fall-of-the-
berlin-wall-anniversary-1767338

"CALGARY OPERA SINGER RETURNS TO STAGE AFTER
LOSING VOICE"

City News - Kristin Fong | September 15, 2018

https://edmonton.citynews.ca/video/2018/09/15/calgary-opera-
singer-returns-to-stage-after-losing-voice/

Reviews

Media Articles/News Segments

"Kathleen Morrison had a
highly professional voice"

~ Kultur-Extra

"Especially wonderful to see
and hear is Kathleen Morrison.
She has a fantastic voice."

~ Stadtrand Nachrichten

"She has the dual punch of
sleek technique and beguiling
flare"

~ Prince George Citizen

"Powerful, sexy and vocally
dominating"

~ Pause Magazin

"Especially beguiling"
~ Berliner1 - Berliner Morgenpost

"Morrison dealt with
wonderful ease the longest
vocal part, while also flirting
with the audience."

~ Neues Deutschland

https://globalnews.ca/news/4450741/calgary-opera-singer-regains-voice-robbery/
https://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/entertainment/local-a-e/opera-singer-hosting-workshop-show-1.23203609
http://operacanada.ca/review-mercury-opera-la-traviata-edmonton/
https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/berlin-calling-for-calgary-opera-star
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/kathleen-morrison-calgary-opera-berlin-bear-spray-attack-1.3959705
https://www.airdrietoday.com/community/concert-recognizes-fall-of-the-berlin-wall-anniversary-1767338
https://edmonton.citynews.ca/video/2018/09/15/calgary-opera-singer-returns-to-stage-after-losing-voice/
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August	  22,	  2020	  
	  

Re:	  Kathleen	  Morrison	  -‐	  Alberta	  Artist	  in	  Residence	  /	  Arts	  Ambassador	  	  
	  
I	  am	  writing	  this	  reference	  in	  support	  of	  Kathleen	  Morrison’s	  application	  for	  the	  2020/21	  Alberta	  Artist	  in	  
Residence	  /	  Arts	  Ambassador	  position,	  as	  her	  talents	  as	  a	  performer,	  vocal	  coach,	  and	  mentor	  meet	  and	  
exceed	  the	  expectations	  of	  the	  role.	  
	  
I	  have	  known	  Kathleen	  for	  the	  past	  two	  years	  in	  my	  capacity	  as	  director	  of	  Renert	  School,	  Alberta’s	  #1-‐
ranked	  academic	  school.	  Renert	  School	  has	  a	  very	  strong	  Performing	  Arts	  program.	  Kathleen	  joined	  us	  as	  
a	  vocal	  coach	  in	  2019,	  in	  order	  to	  prepare	  students	  for	  their	  roles	  in	  Les	  Misérables,	  our	  musical	  
production	  that	  year.	  Kathleen	  is	  a	  gifted	  vocal	  coach	  and	  an	  educator	  who	  connects	  deeply	  with	  her	  
students.	  In	  less	  than	  six	  months,	  she	  was	  able	  to	  teach	  the	  students	  a	  healthy	  vocal	  technique,	  to	  help	  
them	  find	  authenticity	  in	  their	  voices,	  and	  to	  coach	  them	  to	  handle	  the	  stress	  of	  performance.	  Her	  superb	  
coaching	  has	  led	  the	  students	  to	  excel	  in	  seven	  sold-‐out	  performances.	  
	  
Kathleen	  has	  subsequently	  taken	  the	  position	  of	  vocal	  coach	  at	  Renert	  School	  and	  has	  founded	  the	  Renert	  
Solo	  Voice	  Studio.	  She	  is	  consistently	  inspiring	  her	  cohort	  of	  budding	  singers	  to	  achieve	  increasingly	  
higher	  levels	  of	  vocal	  skill,	  to	  gain	  more	  confidence,	  and	  to	  expand	  their	  repertoire	  in	  all	  genres.	  She	  has	  
the	  capacity	  to	  clarify	  complex	  elements	  of	  the	  art	  of	  singing	  and	  to	  make	  regular	  vocal	  practice	  enjoyable.	  
Kathleen	  has	  created	  a	  community	  of	  singers	  that	  is	  safe,	  inclusive,	  and	  collaborative.	  	  
	  
We	  are	  fortunate	  to	  have	  a	  world-‐class	  singer	  of	  Kathleen’s	  caliber	  residing	  and	  working	  in	  Calgary.	  I	  have	  
attended	  a	  vocal	  recital	  of	  hers	  at	  the	  Calgary	  Public	  Library	  and	  a	  chamber	  performance	  of	  La	  Traviata.	  I	  
was	  extremely	  impressed	  by	  the	  very	  high	  standard	  of	  her	  art.	  During	  the	  recital,	  her	  easy	  rapport	  with	  
the	  audience	  shone	  through	  as	  she	  described	  what	  to	  listen	  for,	  and	  included	  stories	  and	  anecdotes	  from	  
her	  career.	  Kathleen	  is	  an	  excellent	  ambassador	  of	  singing	  and	  a	  natural	  pedagogue.	  I	  have	  no	  doubt	  that	  
she	  will	  benefit	  the	  Alberta	  community	  with	  her	  easy	  communication	  about	  the	  art	  of	  singing	  in	  the	  role	  of	  
Arts	  Ambassador.	  
	  
In	  conclusion,	  I	  have	  no	  hesitation	  in	  recommending	  Kathleen	  Morrison	  for	  the	  role.	  In	  her	  work	  at	  Renert	  
School	  and	  on	  the	  stage,	  she	  has	  excelled	  both	  as	  performer	  and	  teacher.	  Please	  do	  not	  hesitate	  to	  contact	  
me	  at	  moshe.renert@renertschool.ca	  if	  you	  have	  further	  questions.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  

	  

Dr.	  Moshe	  Renert,	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Renert	  School	  Foundation	  	  



Dear Minister Aheer & esteemed panelists, 
 
I am writing to recommend Kathleen Morrison for the 2020-21 Alberta Artist in Residence. 
 
I have known Kathleen for quite some time. We were fortunate enough to work together in  2018 in an 
acclaimed production of Verdi’s La Traviata in which she sang the lead role of Violetta Valéry. In 2016, 
Kathleen was assaulted, and suffered nearly irreparable damage to her voice. Thankfully, she was able to 
have reparative surgery performed by one of the world’s leading vocal surgeons; our 2018 collaboration 
marked her triumphant return to the stage. Kathleen has shown tenacity and true Albertan grit. The entire 
sold-out run was highlighted by Kathleen’s engaging and captivating performances. Despite an 
inconsistent rotating cast, Kathleen was able to adapt to new singers nearly each and every night, and 
delivered a seemingly effortless performance in one of the signature coloratura roles.  
 
La Traviata marked the beginning of numerous joint collaborations between myself and Ms. Morrison, 
comprising self-produced concerts, private performances, appearances with Calgary Concert Opera, 
and as a soloist with my own organization, the Rocky Mountain Symphony Orchestra. Working with 
Kathleen is always a joy. She comes extremely well prepared with scores completely memorized (in the 
99th percentile of artists I’ve worked with) and delves deeply into the background and emotional stories 
of the characters she portrays. Not only is Kathleen prepared musically, but she also devours the 
orchestral score, ensuring that she is aware of the subtle nuances in the orchestra, not just her own solo 
lines. Every time we work together, I am reminded anew how proud I am to call her a friend.  
 
Kathleen’s flagship project is very exciting. Kathleen’s own personal story is not unlike that of Norma 
Piper. They both have European stage experience, and trying circumstances brought them both to 
Alberta. I look forward to her re-telling of the story, with her unique blend of interdisciplinary multimedia, 
honest storytelling, artistic flair, and musical integrity. Her ability to research, work with others, and to 
create a libretto is a challenge that she is more than capable of accomplishing. Just yesterday, a mutual 
acquaintance put her in touch with the co-author of the book The Diva and the Rancher. From past 
experience, I am confident that her distillation of the story will be appropriate for the stage, have 
dramatic tension, and be poetic for operatic treatment. The performances are sure to add to the rich 
history of modern opera in Alberta, be visually and musically engaging, and, of course, be enhanced by 
Ms. Morrison’s signature artistic flair. 
 
As the responsibilities are not limited to performance and creation, but also carry a major responsibility 
for community engagement and advocacy, I cannot recommend Kathleen highly enough. Not only has 
she achieved a varied international career, Kathleen consistently gives back to the community through 
her vocal studio and masterclasses, but also possesses a keen willingness to share her passion for 
music to anyone who approaches her. Her colleagues hold her in highest regard, and as demonstrated 
by her 2018 return to the stage and subsequent career relaunch, she is always willing the maximum to 
any project she is involved in. Her story of success, tragedy, recovery, and reinvention speak to the core 
values our province is known for. 


In the coming year, which is certain to revolve around the ideas of tragedy, recovery, and reinvention, I 
can think of no-one more qualified and ready to raise our spirits and encourage us than someone whose 
life is proof of her tenacity and strength.


Sincerely,


Carlos Foggin FRCCO, BMUS, ARCT

Lieutenant Governor of Alberta Emerging Artist 2020

Founder & Music Director - Rocky Mountain Symphony Orchestra






Barbara King

Artistic Director of Calgary Concert Opera

162 Chaparral Valley Square SE

Calgary, Alberta T2X 0S1


Re: Letter of recommendation for Kathleen Morrison for the Alberta Artist in Residence/Arts 
Ambassador


To Whom it May Concern:


It is with great pleasure to have the opportunity to write this letter of recommendation for 
soprano Kathleen Morrison for the Alberta Artist in Residence/Arts Ambassador. In 2018, 
Kathleen was selected among many sopranos to sing the lead role of Violetta in La Traviata by 
Verdi with my company and her flawless performance was described as being “riveting” by 
Opera Canada. Our last engagement with Kathleen was on February 23rd, 2020 where she was 
selected to sing as a featured soloist during our production with Calgary Civic Symphony at the 
Jack Singer Concert Hall and she captured the audience with her beautiful performance and 
stage presence.


What captured me most about Kathleen, was that she consistently proved to be professional, 
prepared, on time and inspiring to the other singers. Ms. Morrisons’ level of training, expertise, 
knowledge, performance experience, and her ability to interact with all of the singers and 
musicians helped us to achieve our performance goals as a team. She also encouraged her 
colleagues to grow and guided them to reach their potential. 


Singers and musicians look up to Kathleen and I regard her as a mentor for many up and 
coming singers. Kathleen never hesitates to help those who have questions and is open and 
honest with them. Her positive attitude, genuine interest in opera and to helping others achieve 
their performance goals is evident and she has been an incredible asset to Calgary Concert 
Opera Company. 


I highly recommend Kathleen Morrison for the Alberta Artist in Residence/Arts Ambassador 
without reservation. I know she will excel as an artistic ambassador, promote a wider 
understanding of the arts, and inspire others to be innovative and fearless. 


Sincerely,


Barbara King

Artistic Director

Calgary Concert Opera Company

www.calgaryconcertopera.com








